
 
Myerstown Borough Council – Regular Meeting 

 Tuesday, May 12, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 

A regular meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council was held on Tuesday, May 12, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Gymnasium at the Myerstown Community Center, the President being in the chair and the 
Secretary being present. 

Present were: President Bryan L. Rittle, Vice President Park W. Haverstick, II, Councilmembers Jeffrey 
L. Thomas, Dana Reich, Ronald L. Ream, and Stacey A. Hackman, Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Assistant 
Manager Barry A. Ludwig, and Manager Michael R. McKenna.  President Pro Tem Eric L. Powell entered 
later in the meeting. 

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:34 p.m. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve the minutes of the previous meeting 
held April 14, 2020.  Motion carried.  

The Chair opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments.  There were no comments from citizens. 

Stacey A. Hackman moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to accept the Treasurer’s Report from March 
and April 2020 as submitted and have it placed on file for audit.  Motion carried. 

Dana Reich moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to approve the payment of bills as submitted.  
Motion carried. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to approve the advertisement of amendments 
to the Zoning Ordinance reflecting revisions made by the Pennsylvania Municipal League, and approved 
and recommended by the Myerstown Planning Commission, to bring floodplain regulations into 
compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program’s revised Flood Insurance Rate Map.  Motion 
carried. 

Stacey A. Hackman moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to approve Resolution No. 2020-25 – A 
Resolution Awarding Bid and Authorizing Construction Contract for the 2020 Roadway Project – 
Contract 1 (South Broad Street Improvement), to Martin Paving, Inc. with a base bid of $21,847.50.  
Motion carried. 

Dana Reich moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to approve Resolution No. 2020-26 – A Resolution 
Awarding Bid and Authorizing Construction Contract for the 2020 Roadway Project – Contract 2 (North 
Locust Street, West Washington Avenue, and Madison Alley Improvements) to Stewart and Tate, Inc. 
with a base bid of $107,883.70.  Motion carried. 

Council discussed the postponement of the opening of the community pool, which was scheduled for 
May 23, 2020.  Assistant Manager Barry Ludwig explained to Council that the pool cannot open on this 
date because of the stay-at-home order imposed by Governor Wolf, and that it is not known when pools 
will be permitted to open.  He said that given a best-case-scenario that pools would get a go-ahead to 
open in the next few weeks, staff would need an additional month to prepare the pool, from the time the 
cover is removed to the time that the facility is ready for public use.  He also expressed concerns about 
hiring staff, purchasing chemicals, and attendance numbers.  President Rittle expressed concerns about 
hiring lifeguards and the ability to get them trained in time.  Manager McKenna explained that training 
facilities are currently closed under the stay-at-home order, and there is no word from the 
Commonwealth if public pools will be allowed to open this summer.  He said that along with health and 
regulatory concerns, there are also financial concerns to consider.  The pool operates as an enterprise, 
meaning all expenses are covered with revenue from the operation of the facility, and not from tax 
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dollars, so a limited season with limited patrons means limited revenue.  He said that at this point, it is 
likely the pool would incur a financial loss, even if a delayed opening were allowed.  He recommended 
that Council not only postpone the opening of the season, but that cancelling the season altogether 
would be the prudent option.  All Council Members in attendance expressed regret that the pool would 
not be open as a recreational activity for the residents, but that it was ultimately the right choice.  Park 
W. Haverstick, II moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to cancel the 2020 season for the Myerstown 
Community Pool due to challenges brought on by the Covid-19 health crisis.  Motion carried. 

Council Member Ronald L. Ream asked about pavilion rentals in the Recreation Area, and if pavilion 
rentals were being allowed during the current stay-at-home order.  Manager McKenna said that at this 
time they do have some rentals that were booked before the stay-at-home order was issued, but a 
decision should be made by Council whether to allow rentals at all, and whether refunds should be 
issued.  Dana Reich moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to suspend pavilion rentals until such a time 
that Council votes to allow them again, and to refund rental fees to anyone who has already booked a 
rental.  Motion carried.  Council Member Ronald L. Ream asked that his pavilion rental fee be donated 
to the Pool Fund. 

The owner of 325 S Cherry St was in attendance to ask for relief from an abnormally high sewer bill.  He 
explained that this property was a rental property, and there was a leaking toilet in the basement that 
resulted in over $8,000 in combined water and sewer costs.  President Rittle explained that typically the 
Borough does not offer relief when there is a malfunction of this type because the water goes down the 
drain and into the wastewater collection system, and the Borough has to pay to treat that water.  But 
because of the excessive amount of the bill, Council may consider some sort of relief.  The owner of 3 E 
Mill Ave was also in attendance to ask for relief from an abnormally high sewer bill because of a 
malfunctioning pressure release valve.  President Rittle remarked that this case is similar to the other 
because the water went down the drain and ultimately had to be treated.  He said that the Borough does 
not want to set a precedent where property owners with excessive sewer bills get relief at the expense of 
the taxpayer.  He said it is likely the Borough could offer a payment plan, but that the Water Authority 
would need to be contacted first before taking any action, because they handle the billing for the 
Wastewater Treatment Facility.   Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Stacey A. Hackman seconded to 
eliminate late fees on the sewer bill for the owners of 325 S Cherry St and 3 E Mill Ave until Council 
agrees on a resolution to the matter of excessive charges.  Motion carried. 

Eric L. Powell entered the meeting at 7:26pm. 

Council discussed a request from Mission Church to forgive rent payments because they have not been 
able to use their space in the Community Center.  Council Member Powell expressed concern that any 
rent forgiven would have to be paid for by the taxpayer.  Manager McKenna said that their rent goes 
almost entirely to the utility bills of the Community Center.  Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Ronald 
L. Ream seconded to discount the June rent for Mission Church by $1,000.  Motion carried. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Dana Reich seconded to allow property owners with delinquent 2019 
Stormwater Assessment Fees a 90-day grace period if they are experiencing a financial hardship due to 
the Covid-19 health crisis.  Motion carried. 

Dana Reich moved and Stacey A. Hackman seconded to approve the Facilities Use Request from Sarah 
Gresh of a local Daisy Troop to use a classroom in the Community Center for the 2020-2021 school year 
contingent upon receipt of their Certificate of Insurance.  Motion carried. 
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Ronald L. Ream moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to approve the placing of signage at the new Electric 
Vehicle Charger in the parking lot of 6 East Main Avenue to convey that only electric vehicles using the 
charging station may park in those spots.  Motion carried. 

The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the borough.  Seeing none, he 
asked for a motion to adjourn. 

Dana Reich moved and Stacey A. Hackman seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

         Michael R. McKenna, MPA 
       Manager/Secretary                 
 


